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DAITON
NEWS TIPS
SHAYS-MEEHAN CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM BILL DEBATED IN HOUSE;
UD EXPERTS COMMENT ON BILL'S SIGNIFICANCE, CONSTITUTIONALITY
BILL TOO WEAK- The Shays-Meehan campaign finance reform bill is the subject of
debate starting today in Congress. The bill is a "step in the right direction, but much more is
needed to eradicate the corrupting influence that big business holds on American politics," says
Gerald Kerns, a University of Dayton political science professor.
The bill proposes to eliminate "soft money," contributions given to political parties that
are to be used for party building purposes only.
"I would also like to see legislation that would require TV networks to give free time to
all major candidates, more public funding for elections and shortening the duration of
campaigning. It's too long," says Kerns, who has been analyzing the American political scene for
40 years.
Kerns says the "odds of the Shays-Meehan bill becoming legislation are good,"
especially in light of the Enron collapse. "Enron's tens of millions of dollars in soft money
contributions dramatize the staggering power that corporations hold over our elected officials. It
has to be stopped."
For media interviews, contact Gerald Kerns at UD at (937) 229-3650, at home at (513)
583-9672 or via e-mail at gerald.kerns@notes.udayton.edu.
BILL UNCONSTITUTIONAL- The Shays-Meehan bill should not be passed because
it is unconstitutional, says the Rev. John Putka, S.M., a political science lecturer at UD. "Giving
money to a candidate's party is a form of free speech and, as such, the bill would be a violation
of the First Amendment."
Instead, Putka would like to see a bill enacted that would make campaign donations a
matter of public record before an election. "Full disclosure of campaign donations before
elections would allow the American voter to see who is bankrolling whom and then to vote
accordingly. If your candidate is receiving funds from an Enron and you don't like it, vote for
someone else."
Neither party wants to see "true reform- they've got a cash cow and don't want to kill
it," Putka adds. "At the most, we'll see a gutted bill that will have little or no effect on
campaign financing. It will be a bill that politicians hope will make their constituents say, 'Look,
my elected official voted for campaign finance reform. He's a good man."'
For media interviews, contact Father John

Putka~

S.M., at (937) 229-2594.
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